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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 11291 
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TAGS: CASC, MASS, ETRD, NI 
SUBJECT: GUTHRIE, SPRIGGS CASES 

REF: LAGOS 10785 

1 . COUNSELOR FOR CONSULAR AFFAIRS GUSTAFSON WAS INFORMED THIS MORN- 
ING BY ATTORNEY GENERAL THAT DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN BY HEAD OF STATE 
AND CHIEF OF STAFF YAR ADUA TO RELEASE GUTHRIE 'IMMEDIATELY", BUT 
THAT SPRIGGS WOULD NOT BE RELEASED "UNTIL DECEMBER '. ATTORNEY GENERAL 
WAS APOLOGETIC AND OPENED CONVERSATION BY SAYING THAT HIS NEWS WAS 
"NOT ENTIRELY GOOD." AG SAID HE TOLD HIS SMC COLLEAGUES THAT HE 

COULD NOT ACCEPT THIS DECISION AND THAT HE WOULD DISCUSS SPRIGGS 
WITH THEM AGAIN ON MONDAY. MATTER WAS DISCUSSED AT SUPREME MILITARY 
COUNCIL MEETING WEDNESDAY. AG FELT THAT OTHERS WERE TIRED AND 
MOMENT WAS NOT OPPORTUNE TO PRESS MATTER FURTHER. GUSTAFSON THANKED 
AG BUT NOTED THAT DELAY IN RELEASE OF SPRIGGS WOULD BE PERSONALLY 
EMBARASSING TO HIM AND THAT EMBASSY UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD BE CRITICIZED 
FOR APPARENTLY TRADING OFF SPRIGGS FOR GUTHRIE. AG SAID HE UNDER- 
STOOD AND THAT HE DID NOT INTEND TO LET THE MATTER REST. HE ASKED 
GUSTAFSON TO TELEPHONE MONDAY AFTERNOON WHEN HE HOPED TO REPORT 
THAT THE SPRIGGS DECISON HAD BEEN CHANGED. HE PROMISED TO DO 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN SPRIGGS' RELEASE AS A SEND OFF 
PRESENT TO GUSTAFSON. 

2. WE WILL NOT DISCUSS GUTHRIE'S IMPENDING RELEASE WITH LOCKHEED 
TEAM OR BRISTOW HELICOPTER LTD (SPRIGGS EMPLOYER) UNTIL GUTHRIE 
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IS ACTUALLY RELEASED. AG THOUGHT COMMISSIONER FOR INTERNAL 
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AFFAIRS WOULD SIGN DEPORTATION - RELEASE ORDER ON MONDAY, 

OCTOBER 4, SINCE HE ENGAGED IN INDEPENDENCE DAY (OCTOBER 1) 

CEREMONIES TODAY AND TOMORROW. ACTUAL RELEASE MIGHT ACTUALLY 
OCCUR OCTOBER 5. 

3. AG DID NOT DISCUSS RATIONALE OF HEAD OF STATE AND CHIEF OF 
STAFF IN DISCRIMINATING BETWEEN GUTHRIE AND SPRIGGS, ALTHOUGH WE 
SUSPECT THAT THEIR RELATIVE AGES (GUTHRIE IS 58 AND SPRIGGS 33) 

WAS PRINCIPAL FACTOR. FROM TONE OF AG'S REMARKS, GUSTAFSON 
CONCLUDED THAT AG HOPES THAT HE CAN OBTAIN CONCURRENCE IN 
SPRIGGS' RELEASE AT THIS TIME, BUT WAS DISAPPOINTED HE COULD NOT 
SAY SO TODAY. 
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